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Held on: 8th August 2010, at FICCI Federation House, New Delhi

	IPGA  is a professional association of Pharmacy Graduates having more than 4500 life members from the field of Pharmaceutical Industry, Academics, Drugs Control Department, Regulatory, Marketing, Research & Development, Hospital Pharmacy, Community Pharmacy, Clinical Pharmacy etc. The Association has its mission "To improve the professional status of pharmacy graduates and to secure their rightful positions in the pharmacy and other allied professions.
Empower School of Health is a leading Post Graduate Institute providing MBA, MSc and PGDs in Clinical Research, Pharmacovigilance, Clinical Data Management, Healthcare and Hospital Management.  Empower conducts these courses in collaboration with leading international universities and WHO Collaborating Centres.  Please refer to www.empower.net.in for more details.

Empower School Of Health, In Collaboration With Indian Pharmacy Graduate Association held the seminar on “New Careers and Professional courses for Pharmacists in coming decade" on 8th August 2010 at FICCI Federation house in New Delhi. The seminar was attended by a 150+ audience comprising of current students, graduates, post graduates, faculty and industry professionals.  Several dignitaries graced the occasion, including Prof. Dr. B.D. Miglani, Founder of Hospital Pharmacy in India; Prof. Dr. S.S.Agrawal, Project Director, DIPSARU; Dr. B.P. Shriniwasan, Director, DIPSAR; Dr. Jagdev Singh, Ex. Director R.R.L. Jammu; Sh. P.P. Sharma, Ex. Vice President - Pharmacy Council of India; Sh. S.L. Sobti, Ex. Deputy Drugs Controller Delhi; Sh. S.L. Nasa, Registrar, Delhi Pharmacy Council; Sh. P.K. Jaggi, Asstt. Drugs Controller Delhi; Sh. Ravi Kant, President, All India Drugs Control Officers Confederation; Sh. P.K. Rastogi, Ex. Asstt. Controller, Govt of India; Dr. Shahid Ansari, Dean Faculty of Pharmacy, Jamia Hamdard; Sh. A.K. Negi, Trustee, IPGA Welfare Trust; Dr. Vijay Bhalla, Principal, Spectrum Institute of Pharmacy, Greater Noida; Dr Jerry Labadie, Vaccine Safety Specialist, Uppsala Monitoring Centre, Sweden, to name a few. Apart from above various post graduate/doctorate students of pharmacy colleges and faculty members from Delhi and NCR Region also participated in the seminar.


	The speakers for the event were:
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Dr. Atul Nasa (President, IPGA), Prof. YK Gupta (Head of Pharmacology, AIIMS), Prof. Roop Khar (Procter, Hamdard University; Former Dean – Faculty of Pharmacy), Dr. VK Singh (Surgeon Rear Admiral; Former Director – IIHMR, Delhi), Prof. Paul S Lalvani (Dean, Empower School of Health)

	

	Following are experts from the seminar

	New careers in health sector in the coming decade—with a focus on pharmacists
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Mr A.K. Nasa emphasized the changing role of the pharmacists and the tremendous opportunities for pharmacists in the coming decade.  He also emphasized IPGA’s commitment to support pharmacists who are exploring these new career paths.
New era of Pharmacovigilance and role of the Pharmacists
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Professor YK Gupta provided information about   the new Pharmacovigilance Programme for India (PvPI) and the need for a large
number of pharmacovigilance  specialists all over India,  and especially at the  pharmacovigilance centers. He also mentioned about the high demand of pharmacovigilance specialists  required by industry.  He emphasized that there were  very few
such specialists  and very few  organizations that are
able to teach pharmacovigilance  effectively. 
He highlighted the collaboration  between Uppsala
Monitoring Centre to provide capacity  building for
PvPI—the same organization, that   is also teaching
 students at Empower School of  Health.
New Paradigms for Pharmacy Professionals
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Roop Khar, who has more 
than 30+ years of experience 
in the pharmaceutical 
sector,  spoke of the thousands 
of Indian and 
international opportunities for pharmacists in clinical research.  
He spoke of the need for an institute that can 
create technically competent professionals who 
possess vision and leadership.  He emphasized that 
Empower School of Health is one such institutes 
that was providing excellent ‘holistic’ education 
which included technical, communication and life-skills.


	Exploring careers in Hospital and Health Management 
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Dr VK Singh spoke of the need for pharmacists to explore new boundaries and explained how pharmacists can become CEO’s of hospitals and Directors of Health Departments.  He emphasized that it is no longer the  case that Doctors are expected to lead hospitals and there are several examples where the head of the hospital is not a physician.  He also discussed about the opportunities in health management where government, international organizations (WHO, UNICEF, World Bank, etc) are looking for experts who have both a pharmacy and a management background.

Launching your Career with the best possible education

Professor Paul Lalvani provided a background on the academic options available at Empower School of Health which include:
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Full time and Weekend courses

· Science based Clinical Research,  Pharmacovigilance, Clinical Data Management  courses

· Management courses in Health and Hospital Management

· UGC approved degrees, diplomas and international certifications from WHO   Collaborating Centres

· Opportunities for international internships and jobs




Empower School of Health, New Delhi: MBA, M (H) Sc, PGD, Short term certificate courses

Address: B-87A, Kalkaji, New Delhi, 110019

To learn more about Empower School of Health, please visit our website at: www.empower.net.in
Call +91 9717905968 / +91 9650245478 / +91 9650241681 or email to: info@empower.net.in
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The Audience
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One of the slides from Prof Khar’s presentation depicting the various career options
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Prof Paul Lalvani (Dean, ESH) with

Dr Atul Nasa (President, IPGA)
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Prof S S Agarwal (DIPSAR) with

Mr Rajiv Sharma (MD, ESH)
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Inauguration
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The Panel
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	Sincerely yours,
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Paul Lalvani,

Dean, Empower School of Health


	Sincerely yours, 
Atul Nasa

President IPGA


